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This story began back in 1986 when | attended the annual STEPEX
Stamp Show near Elmira, NY. A sign on a dealer’s box caught my eye—
“Better Junk-$10 Each.” I started looking over the covers and the one
below definitely got my attention.
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It was the “TITANIC” mark that got § &7 o £
my attention. But why was this VR S N
cover postmarked in March of 1912, A 2 o0 = 2 o
one month before the ship actually I J¥T o -
set sail? Yes, RMS (Royal Mail J e - s A
Steamship) Titanic S/vasybuilt | [t uchlings
primarily to transport mail across W AT
the Atlantic, but no mail survived its : :
only voyage. The investigation

began once | brought it home!
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The cover was rather ratty looking, but

surprisingly full of dated post, transit and
receiving marks. The French scalloped

postmarks dated 3/3/12 were used on TPO
“Courrier Convoyeur” train mail of that DIEPPE o
era, here from the short 40-mile Chars to Arqes Bl
Serqueux line running northwest of Paris. T

Gournay-
Ferriéres




The back-stamped receiving marks
show that this letter ended up in a
Paris post office at 4:30 AM the
following day, Monday, 3/4/12,
arriving in DC a week later.
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What happened between March 4-18 when it arrived in Washington, DC
IS supposition, uncovered through 30+ years of detective work!

The letter was franked with 25 centimes, enough for the standard
surface letter rate to America. Overseas-bound mail from throughout
France was brought to Paris where it was prepared and bagged for
transit.

It was common practice to write or stamp the name of the ship on a
letter it was to be carried on somewhere on the envelope. The san-serif
TITANIC violet marking was proven to be of the same font and size as
that used on letters posted on its sister ship, White Star Line’s RMS
Olympic, by Dutch typographer David van Dalen. It is not certain
whether the ship’s name was applied to mail at the central Paris
collecting station or later at the ship’s port of departure.
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Various shipping lines had specific ports they docked at. The letter
would have left France at Cherbourg If it departed on the White Star

Line. TN
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From a Danish travel

brochure of 1912

detailing White Star
n - planned routes.



Other trans-Atlantic lines favored
other French ports. The North
German Lloyd and Hamburg- b ‘
American Lines preferred Dann,
Cherbourg; the French CTG line
docked at La Havre and Bordeaux. - °= -
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A typical trans-Atlantic crossing to New York City would have taken 5
days from these major ports, assuming no stopovers, so the cover’s DC
arrival mark provides a clue. The ship it travelled on probably arrived
In New York City on Sunday, March 17, the day before it reached the
Washington post office by train per the back-stamp.

From that information we presume the ship should have left its last
European port on or before Tuesday, March 12.
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Ship arrivals were very well
documented In the —
newspapers of the day. An o e
online search of the “Morton ..., ...
Allan Directory of European
Passenger Steamship
Arrivals” book covering 3/15/1912 Patis
1904-1926 resulted In the o

. 3/15/1912 Prinzess
chart seen here. Most likely frene
the cover departed via 3/16/1912 Roms
Cherbourg: North German 791 cestion
Lloyd’s “Main,” Bremen- 5
Southampton- Cherbourg- —r
New York City. —>

3/17/1912 Perugia

3/15/1912 Megantic

http://www.cimorelli.com/safe/shipmenu.htm
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Line Area Port

Italia Mediterranean Mediterranean
Line Ports

Cunard Britain Liverpool
Line

White  Britain Liverpool
Star

Line

National Greece Greece

Greek

Line

North  Mediterranean Mediterranean
German Ports

Lloyd

Fabre  Mediterranean Mediterranean
Line Ports

Leyland Britain Liverpool
Line

Cunard Italy Italian Ports
Line

North Germany Bremen
German

Lloyd

Anchor Mediterranean Mediterranean
Line Ports

Ships Arriving the US During

1912 Sor

POD1 POD2 POD3 POD4 POA1l

New
York
New
York

Boston

New
York

New
York

New
York

Boston

New
York
New
York

New
York
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Summarizing the timeline and Cie el

probable path of this cover... R

» Mailed Sunday, March 3 S

> Arrived Paris, Sunday, March 4  / &§&8 s e
at 4:30 AM

» Sent to the port of Cherbourg L e rme v R

> Left on North German Lloyd’s 024} ,;’ f s J L arider /Zg
“Main” (approximately Tuesday, bF (xS ) -
March 12) T %mﬁ J;W/z/wy .

> Arrival NYC, Sunday, March 17 t-:ﬁ -

> Arrival Washington, DC, %M%m/ L& s f*‘
Monday, March 18 at 2 PM e Al Bombtica

» Received Tuesday, March 19 Bl o i



But that’s far from the whole story,
as questions remained...

» Why was the Titanic marking on
the cover?
> Are there similar covers?

» What kind of business was this
letter sent to?

» Why was this TITANIC cover
saved?

Here are some answers!




White Star’s Olympic and Titanic were built at the Harland and Wolft’s
North Shipyard in Belfast, Northern Ireland. As no attempt had ever
been made to build ships of their size before, it was a learning process.

Che World’s o o o
Greatest Ganiry, Titanic’s keel was laid

i ﬁpﬁ‘ﬁf;’f on March 31, 1909,
three months after that
of the slightly smaller
Olympic. Over 15,000
men worked on the two
three-year side by side.
Eight were killed over
the three-year process,

half the expected total.




Two years later the Titanic was

: g0y a0 P
launched, stretching 882.5 feet * |
long and 92.5 feet wide. Official + Launch
YOI(I;) .OtE)COketS Wle re hlghly Pt-{lzedd as “TITANIC” “ White Star Royal Mail Triple-Screw Steamer

were in ndance. :
; peop € were alte ance Launch. “TITANIC”
+ At BELFAST,

° Wednesday, 3Ist May, 1911, at 12-15 p.m.

To be retained for :
o ‘/._i_._ o & admittance to Stand. : TO BE PRESENTED AT GATE.

The 46,328-ton steamship
was far from complete, with
Its internal fittings and
famous four smoke stacks

= yet to be added.

el




The Olympic was placed into service
shortly after Titanic’s launch. Its
maiden voyage began June 11, 1911 from
Southampton with stops in Cherbourg,
France and Queenstown, lreland before
arrlvmg In New York on June 21.

The White Star Line announced its
1912 sailing schedule on September
25 for both the Olympic and Titanic,
with its maiden voyage set for March
20, following the same route as Iits

SOUTHAMPTON ~ NEW YORK

S I Ste r S h I p . o JOHN DENNEHY VIA CHERBOURG & QUEENSTOWN

urance Agent AHTRCIVEEN, Kerry




Olympic was about to start its fourth
trans-Atlantic crossing to NYC when it
collided with HMS Hawke In the o
Southampton Channel on September 20. w .
The ship returned to the Belfast
shipyards for repairs to its propeller
shaft, cannibalizing Titanic parts.

A second Olympic collision took
place on February 24, 1912 off
the coast of Newfoundland. On
March 6 Titanic was moved out
of dry dock again, seen here, to
allow Olympic in. Once again
Titanic parts were used.
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Titanic’s maiden voyage date of
March 20 was changed to April 10
presumably because of delays due to
the Olympic’s troubles.

» Why was the Titanic marking on
the cover?

One possible explanation is that
French postal officials simply missed
the date change, assuming it was
scheduled to leave March 20.
Although marked in error, mail
would have been sent on the next
available trans-Atlantic ship.



> Are there similar covers?

| began to look for other covers with a similar TITANIC mark on them.
These were the days before the Internet, so it was slow at first, but a
literature search turned up this article by Reg Morris in the 1978

Machine Cancel Society Forum p. 517 titled, “The Slnklng of the

Titanic.”

Last Christmas our editor John W. Koontz sent
me a present — A French cover illustrated here as
Figure 1.

Addressed to Washington, D.C., North America it
was sent from Frejus on March 4, 1912 and duly
arrived at its destination on March 19. Since the
Titanic sank on April 14th/15th the hand stamp
Titanic is to say the least, Enigmatic. But it did
remind me of the time a few years ago — when |
lived in Massachusetts for a brief period. | was a
member then of an unusual stamp club — the 906
Stamp Club — which met in the State Penitentiary!

At one of the meetings | was asked whether any

Titanic mail was known to have survived. At the
next meeting the same enquirer asked, if | could give
him details of when such mail — if any existed —
would have been postmarked and details of the form
of the postmark, date of posting, etc.

When | subsequently discovered this particular club
member in the penitentiary print shop | wondered
whether his interest in Titanic mail was purely
philatelic! But what has all this got to do with ma-
chine cancels? Absolutely nothing! But on the
back of the “Titanic”’ cover is a Washington, D.C.
International marking showing a somewhat later date
use then that recorded by Art Bond in his “Inter-
national’” handbook. (See Figure 2.)
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| was floored! There seemed almost too much
IN common with the two covers:

>
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Mailed a day apart, March 4 instead of 3,
but from Frejus between Cannes and St.
Tropez on the southern Mediterranean
Franked with 25 centimes postage
Written to the same business and address
Same Titanic mark In font and size
Handwritten Dossier number on both
Six-digit number stamped on both, same
first 4 digits, separated by 58 others
Same Washington, DC receiving mark by
type, date and time on the reverse

Same MAR 19 1912 receiving mark
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So there clearly were more covers like mine, but how many? The
Internet very much changed everything as it slowly uncovered more
Information about known covers in publications and auction catalogs.
started writing articles about these in an effort to flush out more. Info
was updated or corrected as needed in follow-ups as it became known.
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documented. Here are
some of them. All can
be viewed online on a
website dedicated to
them at
WWW.titaniccovers.com.
There you’ll also find
articles, auction lots
with prices realized
when known, research
material and a cover
census summary table.



http://www.titaniccovers.com/

Part of the Summary Table...

Cover #1 #21 #20 ®2 #3 #4 #15 #5 #6 #7 #7 #8 #8 #3 #0 #19 #11 72 13 #14 #6
Summary Sipink July 13,
Table 2012 auction Sandafayre's | Jay Baum, Sandafayre’
Tom The Hunters Feb | Titanic Hist. Dias Kleine | = January | Eric of K Early
Santa Cruz M Fartunato, Collector 18, 2008 Mail | Society Mbr, Little Titanic | 30, 2000 (2007 Titaniz Museum william F. American Oliver
Puerto web Felleher  |Rochester,| The Mustery]  Series 2 Bid Sale 7105, Staken Feluzeum Plail Bid Mutmeg Indian Orchard, | Simon, Bowie, | History | Langenbach
CwnertSource | George Behe Site 2020 [y Elon Lot #E10 Fieg Moz | Lot #7229 I=zland, MY Eric of fJ | Mike Patkin 1| Mike Patkin 2 | [Germany] | Sale #5560 | Auoction] | Mike Patkin 3 | Mas=achusetts flaryland Auctions of Quebec | S55Titaniz.ong
Mlarch 7 fharch 3 flarch 3 Mlarch 3 Plarch 3 flarch 3 Mlarch 4 flarch & Farch & [7) March & farch B March & Mlarch 7 farch & farch & Mlarch & flarch 13 fharch 13 Mlarch 14
Fostmark Date | [Thursday) [Sunday] [Sunday] | [Sunday] | [Sunday) [Sunday) [Mlonday) [Tuesday] | [Wednesday] [['Wednesday] | [Wednesday] | [Wednesday] | [Thursday) | unreadable | [Friday) [Friday] [Friday] [Wednesday] | unreadable | Wednesday]| [Thursday]
Cauntry of
rigin Spain Spain France France France France France France France France France France France France France France France France France France Denmark.
GAREDES| CHARS A
SAINTES | SERQUEL LAMNGRES L& AGEMILOT FLOUARET | BORCEAU | HERICOU FARIS &
Cityd Town Vich Elanes [train A(Train [LAGRASSE( A MaMCY AWIGMOME | CROISILLE | #PASDE ET FA&RIS!R.OE| ABREST At RTMHTE | MEULLE ST ORLEAMS  |PAULXILOIRE SAaTHOMAY] WESTER
[zancel type] [Barcelona) [Gironal shation] pmk] {AUDE [Trainpmk] | FREJUS WAUCLUSE [[surBriance]| CALAIS GAROMMNE BEMMES [Trainpmk] | GIROMDE | SAOKME | JARMES!SEINE [Train pmk] INFRES #wLOIRE-# CanF SEJERMINGE
Guarnicioneria
de Joagquin EROUILLOU L.
Bussallen, [zompany's MOUAILLE
Hambai del Dalores de purple cowal Mans. Joseph SAIMT-
Carmen, num. Garriga, rubber stamp ARMIE, Liby, 13 bould. MAZAIRE
4, VICH Corsetera de none none mark on the 23 Fue de la Seine, none SUR LOIRE MLC. Miel=en,
Senden! Return [harmess Elanes [unless on [unless on back, rest BEardinean, MNeuille St [unlesz on [coal Pavegaardeni
Address maker] [zorset maker] none none renerse] none renerse) nane unreadable] nane nane nane none BORDEAL none James, Seine renerse) none impaorkers) nane OLLERLUF
=Fariz - FR.P. Mlarch 7 March 4 Mlarch 4 Mlarch 4 March 4 March 7 March 7 March 14 March 14
Etranger® [time unk.] 4:30 4:30 4:30 430 E:30 B30 4:30 [time unk.)
Fostmark. Dake | [Thursday] none [Monday) | [Monday] | (Monday] [Mlonday) unk.nown unk.nown [Thursday] | [Thursday] nane nane unk.nown none none none unknown [Thursday] | [Thursday] nane i,
winker Counter
Mumber 264652 264548 267929 2ETH14 267957 2ET99E 2ETAT2 267971 2ETI22 2ETH20 2ETI62 2ETIE4 267925 2ETH42 267945 267999 267909 273938 273937 273940 [
Mlanuscript
Clossier # 5hEY ] G546 Gh4E 5546 5446 Gh4E 5546 H542 G542 G542 G634 Gh42 G536 ] G542 Bh3E 5544 5549 BE31 [
=TITAMIC™ zan | italicized serif | italicized serif | sans-serif | sans-serif | sans-serif | sans-serif =ans-serif =ans-serif sans-serif =ans-serif =ans-serif =ans-serif zanz-zerif | sans-serif | sans-serif =ans-zerif =ans-serif =ans-zerif zans-zerif | sans-zerif =erif
zerif Br3Tmm "TITAMIC"in | “TITARC" in [ "TITAMC" ["TITAMC" [ “TITARMC" [ "TITAMC" [ "TITAMC" | "TITAMIC" in | "TITARMIC" in) "TITAMIC" in] "TITAMIC" in | "TITAMIC" in ["TITAMIC" in| "TITAMIC" |"TITAMC" | "TITAMC"in | “TITAMIC" in | "TITAMIC"in | "TITAMIC" | "TITAMC" in | "TITAMIC" w2
mark. red red in wiclet in wiclet in Wiclet in wiclet in Wiclet wiclet wiclet wiglet wiclet wiglet violet in violet in wiclet wiolet violet violet in Wiclet wiclet in Wiclet
Poszible: Izt likely via Cherbourg: Hamburg Poszible by
fast likely: Fast likely: White Star's American Line”z “Blatavia,® Hamburg- train inzide
Cunard's Cunard's Mozt likely via Cherbourg: Marth German Lloyd = “Main,~ Bremen-Southampton-Cherbourg-hew Yark. City, unknown departure date, arrived an March 17 [Sunday) “RMS Clympic,™ Cherbaurg-Southamptan-rlew York. City, Denmark. from
Lusitania Lusitania Southampton- | ynknown departure date, arived on March | Svendborgto
departedl departedl Cherbourg- 26 [Tuesday] Esjberg, then
. . Gueenstown- on to Hull or
Liverpoal on Liverpoal on . .
unkrown date, | unknawn date, M *fark TItY, 1) oo ikl wia Le Haure: French CTGrs »La| _Harwich,
unknown stops, | unknown stops, ;:I;p;rted March | greragnem or sRockambeau” Le Haure- | England for
arrived Friday, | arrived Friday, Less likely via Le Hawre: French CTG's ®S5 Espagne,” Le Havre-Borde aus-few York City, departed March 9 [Saturday], arrived on March 18 [Monday] [ ednesday), Bordeaus-Mew vork, City, unknown trans-fitlantic
March 15 March 15 arrived departure dates, arrived aon March 26 Liverpocl ar
Possible Flarch 20 [Tuesday) Southampton
Crozsings [Wednesday) crossEing
Seattle, Wash,
washington, March 18, March 16, Mlarch 18, | March18, | March 13, Mlarch 18, March 18, March 12 Mlarch 18, March 12, March 12, March 12, March 12, | March 18, March 18, unknown Mlarch 27, March 27, March 27,
OC: Transit 10:00 AR 1100 AR 100 P 2:.00 Pr 200 P Z00PM 2:.00PM [unk. time] S30PM 1230 PM Z00PM 200FM 00 PR 100 P 2:00 PR [cover is sealed 11:30 AR .00 Ak .00 AR
Fostmark Date | [Saturday) [Saturday) [Monday] | (Monday] | [Monday] | (Monday) [Flonday) [Monday) (Monday) [Monday) [Monday) [Monday) unknown [Monday] | (Monday] [Mlonday]  |in adisplay case]| [Wednesday) | unknown | [wWednesday)| [Wednesday]




Two non-French covers bear unique TITANIC serif font handstamps.
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* Mailed from Vich (Barcelona), Spain on
Thursday, March 7, 1912

« Sent to the M A Winter Company as the others

* Arrived in Washington, DC on Sat., March 16
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» Mailed from Vester Skjerninge, Denmark on
Thursday, March 14, 1912

 Sent to a lodging house in Seattle, Washington

* Arrived in Seattle on Wednesday, March 27



» What kind of business was this letter
sent to?

All but one cover was mailed tothe M.  § | L FEIRTTTH
A. Winter Company at what is now N W e '@
1438 U Street in Washington, DC. It =

was bUlIt in 1908 fOF $50,000 by Mahlon el “Nature’s Health Restorer”
Adolphus Winter and his partner, Sag——
George W. Faris, to house Winter’s
large patent medicine business. The
British medical publication “The
Lancet” proclaimed, “both the M. A.
Winter Co. and its wonderful medicines
are unworthy of serious consideration,”
comparable to snake oil salesmen!
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Earlier mail sent to the company gave clues to the six-digit numbers seen
stamped on the Titanic covers. These docket numbers were applied by
the company on receipt to identify each correspondence and its contents,
apparently kept together should they be needed for later use. This
apparently changed from being handwritten to a handstamp between
1910-11. The Winter’s purple “RECEIVED” handstamp is also found
on every mail piece before, during and after 1912.

- g o Bacffele =
\,ll A/</ /({—— R o ./.‘:?:L’.’V > 3 —: ;-:-T .T: : W('[nslit'i:'tnd Weingutsbestizer g s .y
e = i !—’/—3—: 17, <1 U2 BERGHEIM #ag RN\
l ‘.z:':_x-; ;":‘: ‘.j__.; .j__ ;- _: '\ *‘."J’QN LR ::. —— - ' ;‘; (it : DECE e wIG
Y S/, 58— i |
/7 4
A0 ¢ // / /47 / ' ‘ = 7 ,
272009 ((7}/}7 7% B % z %9/ % ,
= // inler Gobdigeds L;iWM
( 7, " <5 /7 ; _"; : }: :/ ] } 4
] A ot st .1144// 027 o AR MW ﬂ : C’,
/ e <:;# P R

) Soid cAsFi IR A "{”/ *7 7 4///




»\Why was this TITANIC cover
saved?

- The novelty of the TITANIC

’ markings on these business mail
~covers may have saved them from
destruction whenever the company

a5 I Isposed of their envelope files. By

2 S that time the world knew of the

— fate of its maiden voyage and

passengers. Perhaps they were

norded by Winter employees and

Kept as souvenirs or sold through
ohilatelic channels.




The mystery of the

dossier numbers found
on all Winter mail was

solved by Jerry N. J.
Vondeling of the
Netherlands in an

article that appeared In

the Summer 2017

edition of “The Titanic

Commutator” that I
collaborated on. He

found an ad in a 1911
Dutch American paper
recruiting sales people

for their “remedies.”

$SISSSSSS STSTSSSSESFSSS8S8SS 535835388‘
as 8

i3 Een welbetalende betrekking voor een vertrouwbaar persoon. 3}

m.,

" THE M. A WINTER CO., D-2 WINTER BULDING &

WASHINGTON, . C

SSSSSSSSS $E$8363ST$TTESISSS §88858888S

The recruitment ad translates as: A well-paying relationship for a reliable person.You can work with us
to increase your income by 50 cents per hour without interfering with your current job. If you give us your
entire time you could earn $100 per month. Increased inquiries for our well known article will interest the
Dutch and make it necessary to appoint a person who represents us locally. Easy work. Experience not
necessary. WRITE TODAY giving your full .uhhn\ and we wi H m nuh iely send a full details of our fair and
sincere ofler. Address as follows:

THE MA WINTERCO.D2 Winter

Building, Washingion DC. It appears

that the letters mailed by the company = S —
back to these future employee .»-(p' :

prospects included a reference number 3

that was to be written on the envelope ‘,‘_,; e

so it could be directed to the right Ui &
person (or department) when it came o y ,F‘f;\_"'

back. This number may also have been KAVl JI& 1 A FEIT RS 38508 1

used on additional correspondences as X J

well.A postal card seen here mailed on : (herei s, Flupld§ i g ;
September 3, 1912 from Chicago and ' " |
sent to the Winter Building reads as 7 '

follows: “Dear sirs, yours of 8, 28 12 | | @F

1s at hand” and *I can put all my time
to anything that is suitable for me to
do, this is all 1 can say until I hear from
you.” The sender marked the card in the lower left corner with “File No. 6055." The Titanic covers were
similarly marked with reference numbers

A McKinley postal card recelved September 4, 1912 - Author’s collection
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The French were
especially prone to
this recruitment
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Part the letter sent by the Winter Company May 4™ 1910 - Author’s collection

showing how to
address a response to
the company about a
job by referencing its
dossier number:

“Address your letter exactly as you see here. Be sure to write Number-4407-from your
folder on the same envelope, because we instruct the clerk in charge of our mail to look
for your number that will carry this personal number. We can, thus, find it without
delay from the hundreds of letters received daily so that I can have it at hand.”



Most of the 23 covers were mailed in plain envelopes, however a few are

on business advertising covers.
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To summarize...

» Multiple “Titanic” covers have been
found, putting initial rebuttals to rest that
they were intentionally “manufactured”

» A theory exists why the “Titanic” marking
was used before the ship actually sailed

» Probable ship crossings for all 23 known
covers have been researched and
documented based on cover markings and
New York City trans-Atlantic arrival dates

» All Winter Company markings have been
explained

» There Is a plausible reason why so many
Winter covers have been found

IN MID-OCEAN




| hope you enjoyed this
brief look at Titanic e SRt
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For those interested, |
would encourage you to | N i
Over the decades a number of covers have been found that bear a "TITANIC" mark on them in 3 varieties. Sent from France, Denmark and
Aar - Spain, all iled in M 1912 with all he M.A. Wi C y in Washi ,DC, dd d to Seattle, WA.
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< = The Covers ***** Articles ****% Auction Lots, Sales and Write Ups ***** Reference Material ***** Presentation ***** Links ***** UK Centennial Postmark
dedicated to the history
an d d O C u m e n tat I O n Of Here are the 23 covers known to date. The summary chart compares them and gives possible trans-Atlantic crossing routes.
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