This Cover Definitely Missed the Boat!

Shortly after my site went up in
April 2012 | received an email
from [a collector who now wishes
to be anonymous] who passed

along the front and back
images of a cover he owns.
There can be no question that
this is one that “missed the
boat,” but under what
circumstances?

Postmarked from Newport,
Monmouthshire, on the south
coast of Wales on April 10,
1912 at 10 PM, it was supposed
to catch the Titanic on its
maiden voyage per the sender’s
typed instructions at the top of
the cover.

Titanic left Southampton at
noon that same day, reaching
Cherbourg, France at 6:30 PM
and then overnight to
Queenstown, Ireland where it
left at 1:30 PM the next day.

Was this cover intended to take
a late evening boat between
Newport and Queenstown, then
board Titanic? Was it actually
posted sometime earlier to be
transported to Southampton but
lost in the Post Office then
“found,” receiving the very late
10 PM postmark?

In any case, Newport postal
workers must have added the

“TOO LATE” marking and sent it
on its way to take another ship.




