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A Rich History

The M.A. Winter Building was constructed in 1908/09 at
an estimated cost of $50,000 by “Colonel” Mahlon
Adolphus Winter and George W. Faris to house Colonel
Winter’ s patent medicine business, which he called
“proprietary medicines.” Today, we might call him a
“Snake Oil Salesman” and consider his remedies of
guestionable medical value. 1n 1906 a British medical
journal “The Lancet” listed his medicines under thetitle
of “Quack Advertising” and added:

“The remedy in question, which is
guaranteed by the vendors to mitigate or
remove agreat variety of aliments, is
“composed of the choicest barks, roots, and
herbs.” The absurdity of asking a medical
man to sell aquack remedy of unknown
composition, guaranteed to give relief ina
multitude of diseases might serve a purpose
in ajest- book but not elsewhere. The truth
isthat both the M.A. Winter Co. and its
wonderful medicines are unworthy of serious
consideration.”

Washington Post August 1, 1913

In 1912 Winter and Faris built an addition to the M.A.
Winter Building (now known as 1438 U Street) which
was built to the specifications of the US Postal Service.
The estimated cost of the addition was $46,000. It was
the first substation built as a post office in Washington up
to that time. It operated as Post Office Station 9 until

1940.

A description of the new building appeared in a

Washington Post article of April 7, 1912:

“The Post Office Department intends that
this shall be amodel substation and in the
future the same plans will be used where-
ever asubstation is erected.”

Washington Post April 7, 1912

http://www.mawinter.com/a-rich-history/

Page 1 of 3

WASHINGTON HERAI

Auguse 23, 1908

PLANS NEW BUILDING

M.A. Winter Company Will
Erect Office Structure

MEETS GROWTH OF BUSINESS

Ihn'ilgnr.'d with Sp-cda| Reference
to  Comfort and  Convenience
of Employees—Will Have Emer
peney Hospital  and Lunch-
room — Richardson & Burzess Wil
Construct it

Codi MA. Winter and George W, Faris
thrmugh their architect, Charles Gregg, las
week awarded the contrace o Richardson
B Burgess of this ciry, fior the erection of a
bulelingg on a potion of their property, on the
winath e of 11 wdveet | etnven Froreeeneh
anel Fiftecnth sereets norchwest, for the MA
Winner Company, noow Incared in the anmaory
Ranlding, Fabthi and L strects nocthwest.

Parvcular attention has been pabd 1o the
requirements of the business when designing
tha new building

The front of the new Innlding faces U strees,
and a5 e e abour 106 feer from that sereer,
it will be appreached by means of a broad
drveway, making a very attractive and umsml
feature. On cither- ade af this daveway, the
vampherod plans of the ownces connomplang
the evection of a four-story apartment house,
cach confaining eight apartments, of fve moms
el Brath, whsich will enable cerrain emgployecs
14 bt their lwouses near oo the basiness,

n[u'n e Ermr Sides
The hu.ildinll_, nanw wnder comract, will be
wpen e all four sides, recemving an abundance
of light and asr, and the ventilaton of the
differentrooms has been carefully considered

All the exterbor walls will be fice
selecred red breck lagdE with a wide wh
amd the tops will be Anished with
coping of terra oot which will prog
fram the weather,

The main front will be smple and
it design of brick and stucea, The bm
lhave a frontage of 91 feer by 100 §
anal fiie stories in heighe, with slag n

Ample fire provection will be provi
i fre hose connections on cach floo
CACAPEE.

The man entrance vestbule, Grss
be fimshed wath o tomazsy oo,
brracke, walnseor, and walls amd celling o
plaster, over this, on the sécomd and thi
will be located the ofbices of the presi
rther afficals of the compuny;, all o be
1t a special aid appropeiate manser

Equipped with Elevaiors

An eheciric freight elevator an
waiier service between the differs
will b inatalled.

Among the special feanures i the
will be an emergency I1m.|1ir.1| Fsan
second  Beor, complete with all @
equipment, a lange and well appoing
oo an the fourth Beor and a4 o
space on the mont for the convenien
employes, making it unnvcecssary bog
leave the building durng msiness h

The building wall be heared by st
lighited by electrmcan:

The budding will be Rnished inak
meonihe, and the gew homes ofthe M.
Iff‘u:unp,ul.l.' will'be a model in comphe
deiails as to oomtort for the cmplin
arsmgement for Galianng the pr
the Imisiness,

The M.A. Winter l:'1'|r|.1p.1|1'.' in
in the manuhcture and  disribe
proprezary medbdnes.
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|
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By 1915 other offices including the Winter
Manufacturing Company, atoilet paper specialties
manufacturer, the American Funding Corporation and the
Freight Audit and Adjustment Company also occupied
the Building.

In 1918 the Building was commandeered by the US
Army for use by the War Risk Insurance organization a
US Congress chartered agency established to ensure the
availability of marine insurance during World War 1.

In 1920 the Building was the home a several storage
companies: first, Winter Building Storage and in 1923 the
National Capital Storage and Moving Company.

Col Winter sold the Building in 1936 to Freda Levy who
owned it until 1943. During her ownership the Building
was occupied by the Railroad Route Board.

From 1936 through 1942 the Building was leased to the
U.S. Postal Commission as a part of the U Street Station.
In 1943 the US Maritime Commission was listed as an
occupant of the Building.

In the 1960ies records show conflicting information
regarding the occupants of the Building. Both the
American Association for the Advancement of Science
and the Veteran’s Administration Supply Department are
listed as occupants.

The last known use of the Building was as aretail outlet
for the St Vincent de Paul Catholic Charity in the early
1970ies. It was an abandoned shell when, in 1985, it was
purchased by its current owners and renovated into the
office building that it is today.
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NEW BUILDING IN U STREET, NEAR FOURTEENTM :
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